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Sulzer and TripleW transform food waste to PLA Bioplastic at scale 
 

Sulzer collaborates with TripleW, a pioneer in circular chemistry, to launch the world’s 

first PLA (polylactic acid) bioplastic made entirely from food waste. With TripleW 

valorizing the food waste streams, Sulzer technology transforms the lactic acid into 

bioplastic at scale, enabling the transition of an innovative pilot project to industrial 

production. Supported by the CIRCLE consortium, the global breakthrough marks a 

significant step forward in sustainable manufacturing for a circular economy. 

 
PLA bioplastics are already used in a wide range of sectors but can now be made from PLA 
derived entirely from food waste, reducing reliance on fossil-based feedstocks and helping to 
combat food waste. The new PLA is produced from food industry side streams — including 
bakery rejects and expired goods — transforming underutilized waste into high-performance 
bioplastics.  
 
“Supporting TripleW in the validation and scale-up of their lactic acid produced from food 
waste into PLA represents a unique milestone in PLA development history. We believe that 
the industry will benefit greatly from utilizing various feedstocks for biopolymers and we look 
forward to the implementation of this process at greater scale,” says Virginie Bellière-Baca, 
Global Head Technology & Innovation at Sulzer. 
 
“This launch is a critical step towards increased bioplastic adoption in consumer branded 
products, and TripleW is excited to supply the materials needed for the transition to a truly 
circular economy,” said Tal Shapira, CEO of TripleW. “We are proud of our collaboration with 
Sulzer demonstrating the growth of highly scalable circular materials together with great 
partners.” 
 
Funded by the Circular Bio-based Europe Joint Undertaking (CBE JU), the CIRCLE 
consortium aims to establish a fully integrated value chain for bio-based materials sourced 
from food waste by bringing industry partners together. With Sulzer’s process expertise 
contributing to its technical and commercial success, the revolutionary PLA bioplastic from 
food waste can now be used effectively by consortium partners and global brands to replace 
fossil-based materials in textiles, packaging and consumer goods.  
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TripleW visit at the new InTecH (Innovation Technology Hub) in Switzerland: Tal Shapira, CEO TripleW; 
Virginie Bellière-Baca, Global Head of Technology & Innovation, Sulzer; Maarten Campman, President of 
Manufacturing, Triple W; Simonetta Rima, Global Head of Polymer & Recycling, Sulzer 

 
 
Sulzer is a global leader in critical applications for core infrastructure and processes for large essential industries 

around the world. We ensure the security, quality and durability of critical goods and services by supporting 

energy security, natural resource management and efficiencies in process industries. This in turn supports the 

transition to a circular economy. Our integrated solutions add significant value by enabling energy efficiency, 

carbon emissions and pollution reduction, and process efficiency improvements. Customers benefit from our 

commitment to innovation, performance and quality through our responsive network of 160 world-class 

manufacturing facilities and service centers across the globe. Sulzer has been headquartered in Winterthur, 

Switzerland, since 1834. In 2024, our 13’500 employees delivered revenues of CHF 3.5 billion. Our shares are 

traded on the SIX Swiss Exchange (SIX: SUN). www.sulzer.com   

 

Inquiries: 

Media Relations: Marlène Betschart, Head Corporate Communications 

Phone +41 52 262 38 73, marlene.betschart@sulzer.com 

Product inquiries: Julia Ju, Global Head Commercial Excellence, Chemtech Division  

Phone +41 52 262 36 28, julia.ju@sulzer.com 

 

 

This document may contain forward-looking statements including, but not limited to, projections of financial 

developments, market activity, or future performance of products and solutions containing risks and uncertainties. 

These forward-looking statements are subject to change based on known or unknown risks and various other 

factors that could cause actual results or performance to differ materially from the statements made herein. 
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